[Elongated styloid process syndrome].
An elongated styloid process may be a source of craniofacial and cervical pain. The syndrome is characterized by a variety of symptoms including difficulty in swallowing, sore throat, glossodynia, headache and hemifacial pain. Sometimes, the pain is localized or radiates to the jaw and ear and may simulate pain of dental origin. Diagnosis is readily made by radiographic examination and palpating the tonsillar fossa. The only effective treatment is surgical shortening of the styloid process. Three patients, two women and a man, underwent surgery in our department for symptomatic elongation of the styloid process. The surgical procedures were conducted under general anaesthesia via a cervical approach in one patient and intraoral approach in two patients. All patients were completely relieved after styloid process resection and did not have any postoperative complications, except for cervical numbness in one case.